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Acting Governor Sweeney Signs Legislation to Provide Funding for NJ SHARES

January 15, 2009, Princeton, NJ. Today, Acting Governor Sweeney signed legislation that will provide NJ SHARES with funding to assist New Jersey’s limited and moderate income households in crisis who cannot afford their heating bills and do not qualify for the Federal Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. The funds, which have no impact on tax payers or utility customers, could potentially help 32,000 households stay safe in their homes this year.

Acting Governor Sweeney who signed the bill at the AARP Headquarters in Forrestal Village commented, “Providing funding so NJ SHARES can help families and seniors keep warm over the winter is simply the right thing to do," said Sweeney. "Even though economists tell us the recession is waning, we see first-hand how many families still need the type of help NJ SHARES provides. I applaud the hard work of all the legislative sponsors, NJ SHARES and AARP for never letting up until this bill was signed."
Jim Jacob, President and Chief Executive Office for NJ SHARES said, “Many New Jerseyans have never before faced such difficulty making ends meet, and thanks to the unwavering support of our governor, legislators, partners and friends, NJ SHARES will be able to continue to help more families in crisis this year.”
NJ SHARES is an important component in the state’s energy safety net. The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and Universal Service Fund (USF) address the energy needs of the most vulnerable populations. NJ SHARES is 501(c) (3) non-profit organization that assists households who do not qualify for federal or state programs and whose income does not exceed 400 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. Each client fills out an electronic application with the assistance of a participating local community based organization. NJ SHARES partners with more than 250 organizations statewide. Eligibility is determined by income and household size and grants are distributed year-round based on funding availability. To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program, please call our toll free number 1-866-NJSHARES (1-866-657-4273) or visit our website at www.njshares.org.
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