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NEW JERSEY SHARES RECEIVES $1.45 MILLION TO AID HOUSEHOLD’S IN CRISIS WITH UTILITY BILLS
Ewing, NJ, December 16, 2009. The State of New Jersey provided $1.45 Million to New Jersey SHARES, Inc. (NJ SHARES) to offer energy assistance to New Jersey households in need.  Funds are immediately available. 
Since inception in 1998, NJ SHARES has helped 160,000 households with more than $58 Million in energy assistance grants. 
Jim Jacob, NJ SHARES President and CEO said, “Governor Corzine's support of moderate and fixed income households in crisis allow our neighbors to remain safely in their homes. These funds will afford New Jersey SHARES the opportunity to avert potential tragedies for our neighbors in every county.  Thanks to this support from Governor Corzine and State Treasurer Rousseau our neighbors will not have to choose between paying their energy bills and eating or taking necessary medications.”

Governor Jon Corzine said, “We know that many of our most vulnerable residents, including seniors and some New Jersey families, struggle to pay heating bills during this time of year as energy usage increases. These funds will help to ease the burden of utility costs, keeping those in need warm and safe throughout the cold winter months.”
NJ SHARES is an important component in the state’s energy safety net. The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and Universal Service Fund (USF) address the energy needs of the most vulnerable populations. NJ SHARES is 501(c) (3) non-profit organization that assists households who do not qualify for federal or state programs and whose income does not exceed 400 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. Each client fills out an electronic application with the assistance of a participating local community-based organization. NJ SHARES partners with more than 250 organizations statewide. Eligibility is determined by income and household size and grants are distributed year-round based on funding availability. To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program, please call our toll free number 1-866-NJSHARES (1-866-657-4273) or visit our website at www.njshares.org.
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