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Trenton, January 2, 2006.  NJ SHARES received a gift of $1,140 from the staff of the Board of Public Utilities (BPU) to use to help families stay warm this season. Ron Reisman, President of the NJ SHARES Board “was very moved to learn that BPU President, Jeanne Fox and so many of the BPU staff members made contributions to New Jersey SHARES in lieu of exchanging holiday gifts this year; it was an incredibly kind and thoughtful gesture, said Reisman.”
The BPU is acutely aware of the impact that higher energy prices have on New Jersey’s working families. The BPU is on the front lines of this issue every day. By making this donation to New Jersey SHARES,  The staff of the BPU has demonstrated a personal commitment – in addition to your professional one – to helping our neighbors in need.
NJ SHARES will put this gift to work right away, helping a family in financial crisis stay warm this winter and giving them the assistance they need to get back on their feet. Thanks to the generosity of the BPU and the generosity of thousands in New Jersey, NJ SHARES has been able to keep the lights on and the furnaces running in more than 102,000 households in need (a milestone celebrated at the BPU’s  Newark Office last summer).

NJ SHARES is an energy assistance program that assists those people who do not otherwise qualify for utility bill assistance through traditional programs. NJ SHARES helps households with a temporary financial hardship that could have resulted from a

loss, an illness or other misfortune. Each client fills out an application with the assistance of a local community- based organization. Eligibility is determined by the NJ SHARES 

staff based on individual need.  New Jersey SHARES grants are distributed year-round. To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program, please call our toll free number (1-866-657-4273) or visit our website at www.njshares.org.
New Jersey SHARES is a statewide, non-profit 501(c) (3) organization which provides grants to pay the utility bills of households in need through a statewide network of 76 community-based social service agencies. The New Jersey SHARES Board consists of New Jersey’s seven natural gas and electric utilities (Atlantic City Electric, Elizabethtown Gas, Jersey Central Power and Light, New Jersey Natural Gas, Rockland Electric, South Jersey Gas and Public Service Electric & Gas), six non-profit agencies (AARP, the Salvation Army, Association for Children of New Jersey, New Jersey Community Action Agencies, Catholic Charities and the Community Health Law Project),  and three at-large members Verizon, PNC Bank, and Mr. Michael Swayze of Montclair.
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