[image: image1.jpg]Offering Hope & Delivering Help




NEW JERSEY SHARES RECEIVES $100,000 DONATION FROM SOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY
Ewing, NJ, September 14, 2009.  South Jersey Gas (SJG) has donated an additional $100,000 to New Jersey SHARES, Inc. (NJ SHARES) to provide energy assistance to New Jersey households in need.  Since inception NJ SHARES has helped 154,000 New Jersey households with more than $57 Million in energy assistance. Funds are immediately available. 

“South Jersey Gas has been a supporter of NJ SHARES from the very beginning in 1998. Together we have been able to help thousands of New Jersey households with energy assistance grants”, said Jim Jacob, Executive Director for the organization. Jacob continued, “We are grateful to South Jersey Gas for this grant and their partnership”. 

NJ SHARES provides relief to a segment of our population who might not have anywhere else to turn – individuals and families facing a temporary situation that has jeopardized their ability to make ends meet,” said SJG President Ed Graham. “This contribution underscores SJG’s commitment to working with our customers during these difficult economic times to ensure that we all get through this together.”

“Many New Jersey residents are walking a financial tightrope each month as they try to maintain their household in the face of rising costs and shrinking income,” added Jeff DuBois, COO of South Jersey Gas. “NJ SHARES builds a bridge for individuals and families across a difficult situation and ensures they receive the assistance needed.”
NJ SHARES is an energy assistance program that assists households who do not qualify for federal or state programs and whose income does not exceed 400 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. Each client fills out an electronic application with the assistance of a local community-based organization. NJ SHARES partners with more than 250 organizations statewide. Eligibility is determined by income and household size.  New Jersey SHARES grants are distributed year-round based on funding availability. To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program please call our toll free number 1-866-NJSHARES (1-866-657-4273) or visit our website at www.njshares.org. 
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