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NEW JERSEY SHARES, INC. RECEIVES $10,000 GRANT FROM THE PNC FOUNDATION
Ewing, NJ, July 1, 2009.  The PNC Foundation donated $10,000 to New Jersey SHARES (NJ SHARES) to assist the statewide energy assistance organization in their effort to increase awareness of the program. In these grim economic times, the financial burden on fixed, moderate and low income families in our state can cause an economic spiral that is difficult to survive. Many folks who have never asked for help before need help now.   “PNC is committed to strengthening and enriching the lives of our New Jersey neighbors,” said Joseph F. Whall, PNC Director of Client and Community Relations for Central & Northern New Jersey. “PNC Foundation’s continued commitment to our cause is clear and much appreciated in this economic climate”, said Jim Jacob, executive director of New Jersey SHARES.  Jacob continued, “Currently, we are witnessing climate change legislation being considered in Washington, we are facing a challenging economic climate and a fundamental reshaping of the energy economy. For these reasons, it is more important than ever to educate the vulnerable populations on conservation and avoiding choices that could result in tragedy.”  
NJ SHARES participates in nearly 100 outreach events annually to reach New Jersey’s limited income population and make them aware of the resources available to them.  As a component of our outreach initiatives, we provide information on energy conservation.  Funding from PNC Foundation will go toward the purchase of energy conservation kits to give to New Jersey households who are in need of guidance and assistance with their energy bills.

NJ SHARES is an energy assistance program that assists households who do not qualify for federal or state programs and whose income does not exceed 400 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. Each client fills out an electronic application with the assistance of a local community- based organization. Eligibility is determined by income and household size.  New Jersey SHARES grants are distributed year-round based on funding availability. To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program, please call our toll free number 1-866-NJSHARES (1-866-657-4273) or visit our website at www.njshares.org.
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