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New Jersey SHARES AWARDED TOP HONORS AT 2006 NATIONAL FUEL FUNDS NETWORK (NFFN) 22ND ANNUAL CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, DC, June 14, 2006. For a historic second time in less than 5 years, New Jersey SHARES has been honored by the National Fuel Fund Network (NFFN) at their 22nd Annual Conference at the Omni Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C.  NJ SHARES was presented with the Victorine Q. Adams Award, which recognizes innovation and achievement by an organization in raising public awareness and generating financial aid for people in need of energy assistance, at an event honoring the late Victorine Q. Adams, founder of the Baltimore City Fuel Fund (now the Victorine Q. Adams Fuel Fund) – one of the first Fuel Funds in the nation.  
New Jersey SHARES was honored for innovative programs to educate and assist New Jersey utility customers and for recent initiatives that help households obtain discounted telephone services and bill payment assistance from water utilities.  New Jersey SHARES Program Manger, Barbara Gomes said, “We are extremely honored by the NFFN for their continued recognition and support of our ongoing commitment to families in New Jersey experiencing a temporary financial crisis. Being recognized by our piers for our programs and partnerships is always a humbling and empowering experience.” Jim Jacob, Executive Director of NJ SHARES added, “We have been members of the NFFN since our inception, the spirit of Sister Pat Kelley (NFFN Founder) and Mrs.Adams continues to guide the network which provides support to fuel funds across our country. This recognition comes at a time when so many of our neighbors are struggling to pay their energy bills from last winter. Fortunately, this year our legislators acted and provided NJ SHARES with supplemental funding to ease the impact of the rising energy prices.
This award recognizes our commitment to helping our neighbors in need and reaffirms the need for the $7 million dollars that has been so vital to the families we serve.”  said Jim Jacob, Executive Director for NJ SHARES. 

The National Fuel Funds Network is the association of programs across the United States who raise and distribute financial aid for families and individuals with low incomes who need assistance in paying home energy costs.  NFFN’s 300+ members include nonprofit and government agencies, utilities, and faith-based organizations.  Together, NFFN members raise and distribute about over $100 million in charitable assistance each year.  You can visit them on their website at www.nationalfuelfunds.org.  

NJ SHARES is an energy assistance program that assists those people who do not otherwise qualify for utility bill assistance through traditional programs. NJ SHARES helps households with a temporary financial hardship that could have resulted from a loss, an illness or other misfortune. Each client fills out an application with the assistance of a local community- based organization. Eligibility is determined by the NJ SHARES staff based on individual need.  New Jersey SHARES grants are distributed year-round. To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program, please call our toll free number 1-866-NJSHARES (1-866-657-4273) or visit our website at www.njshares.org.
The New Jersey SHARES Board consists of New Jersey’s seven natural gas and electric utilities (Atlantic City Electric, Elizabethtown Gas, Jersey Central Power and Light, New Jersey Natural Gas, Rockland Electric, South Jersey Gas and Public Service Electric & Gas), six non-profit agencies (AARP, the Salvation Army, Association for Children of New Jersey, New Jersey Community Action Agencies, Catholic Charities and the Community Health Law Project),  and three at-large members Verizon, PNC Bank, and Mr. Michael Swayze of Montclair.
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