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NJ Shares receives $10G grant from PNC Foundation

New Jersey Shares recently received a $10,000 grant from The PNC Foundation. 

"In an effort to increase our visibility and outreach, we will use these generous funds to purchase promotional and educational items to give away to families and individuals in New Jersey who are in need of guidance and assistance with their utility bills," said Cheryl Stowell, New Jersey Shares director of public affairs. "New Jersey Shares' goal to assist individuals and families experiencing a temporary financial crisis is a statewide and constant undertaking. By expanding our recognition and our audience we have the opportunity to reach more families in need." 

NJ Shares is an energy assistance program that assists those people who do not otherwise qualify for utility bill assistance through traditional programs such as the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program or the Universal Service Fund. Eligibility for these programs is based on income. NJ Shares is not based on income, but on temporary need. The organization helps households with a temporary financial hardship that could have resulted from a loss, an illness or other misfortune. 

"These funds (from PNC Foundation) will allow us to hopefully reach more of our neighbors in need and to continue to help them to avoid choices that could result in tragedy," said Jim Jacob, executive director of NJ Shares. 

To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program, call (866) 657-4273 or visit (www.njshares.org). 
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