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GOVERNOR CODEY AND LEGISLATURE PROVIDE $7 MILLION TO RELIEVE NEW JERSEY MIDDLE AND FIXED INCOME HOUSEHOLDS FACING AN ENERGY CRISIS 

TRENTON, NJ, January 11, 2006. This week, the Legislature approved and Governor Codey signed legislation that directs $7 million dollars to New Jersey SHARES to assist individuals and families experiencing a temporary financial crisis with their natural gas and electric utility bills.  “Our New Jersey leaders have recognized and acted on the crisis facing many New Jerseyians, said Jim Jacob, Executive Director for NJ SHARES. “This compassionate action by the Legislature and Governor Codey will allow New Jersey SHARES to assist thousands of New Jersey families in crisis. These funds will allow our neighbors to avoid choices that could have resulted in tragedy."

New Jersey SHARES Board President Harold Garwin, Esq. said “We are extremely grateful to Senator Joseph Doria and Assemblyman Wilfredo Caraballo for their leadership and support in sponsoring this legislation that addresses a critical need in New Jersey. We want to recognize Governor Richard J. Codey for his continued support, the leadership of the State Assembly and Senate and all of the members of the Legislature that responded to the energy crisis facing thousands of middle and fixed income households throughout our State. New Jersey SHARES is grateful to BPU President Jeanne M. Fox and to our partner agencies for all of their support during this time of crisis”. 
NJ SHARES is an energy assistance program that assists those people who do not otherwise qualify for utility bill assistance through traditional programs. NJ SHARES helps households with a temporary financial hardship that could have resulted from a loss, an illness or other misfortune. Each client fills out an application with the assistance of a local community- based organization. Eligibility is determined by the NJ SHARES staff based on individual need.  New Jersey SHARES grants are distributed year-round. To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program, please call our toll free number 1-866-NJSHARES (1-866-657-4273) or visit our website at www.njshares.org.

New Jersey SHARES is a statewide, non-profit 501(c) (3) organization which provides grants to pay the utility bills of households in need through a statewide network of 76 community-based social service agencies. The New Jersey SHARES Board consists of New Jersey’s seven natural gas and electric utilities (Atlantic City Electric, Elizabethtown Gas, Jersey Central Power and Light, New Jersey Natural Gas, Rockland Electric, South Jersey Gas and Public Service Electric & Gas), six non-profit agencies (AARP, the Salvation Army, Association for Children of New Jersey, New Jersey Community Action Agencies, Catholic Charities and the Community Health Law Project),  and three at-large members Verizon, PNC Bank, and Mr. Michael Swayze of Montclair.
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