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New Jersey SHARES Recognized For Innovative New Funding Source and Energy 
Programs To Help Limited Income New Jerseyians

Ewing, NJ, June 23, 2009. For a momentous third time in our short history, New Jersey SHARES, Inc. (NJ SHARES) was presented the distinguished Victorine Q. Adams award by the National Fuel Fund Network at the National Energy And Utility Affordability Conference (NEUAC) held at the DoubleTree Hotel Portland-Lloyd Center.  The award recognizes institutional innovation and achievement and was named in honor of fuel fund pioneer the late Victorine Q. Adams.
NJ SHARES had a milestone year - successfully creating new partnerships and funding streams for the benefit of New Jersey’s limited income population. Working with state officials and various state departments, NJ SHARES is the first fuel fund in the nation to secure Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) funds to benefit limited income New Jerseyians.  NJ SHARES also partnered with the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) to manage and staff their call center answering inquiries on the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), Weatherization and the Universal Service Program (USF). Groundbreaking collaborations with the Fuel Merchants Association of New Jersey (FMANJ) and the Propane Gas Association of New Jersey (PGANJ) were developed making deliverable fuel assistance possible for our clients for the first time.
Jim Jacob, NJ SHARES executive director accepted the award at the NEUAC conference.  Jacob said, “We advocate for families struggling to keep their homes safe and warm while balancing other basic needs such as food, prescription medication, health insurance and housing. This recognition is significant because it comes at a time when we are facing a challenging economic climate and a fundamental reshaping of the energy economy.”  Jacob commented on the innovative leadership and commitment of New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine and Board of Public Utilities President Jeanne Fox. “Without their recognition of the urgency and potential impacts on households in New Jersey ensuring a solution for residential electric customers through RGGI funding would not have been possible, said Jacob.”

The State of New Jersey recognized the tremendous need this past heating season. In December, Governor Jon Corzine signed an Economic Recovery bill which allocated $10 million for NJ SHARES' energy assistance programs. This funding has allowed NJ SHARES and its agency partners to help thousands of households since January.  NJ SHARES, meanwhile, continues to provide much-needed telephone and water utility assistance through its administration of the Verizon Communications Lifeline Program for New Jersey and the multi-state United Water Program.
NJ SHARES is an energy assistance program that assists households who do not qualify for federal or state programs and whose income does not exceed 400 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. Each client fills out an electronic application with the assistance of a local community- based organization. Eligibility is determined by income and household size.  New Jersey SHARES grants are distributed year-round based on funding availability. To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program, please call our toll free number 1-866-NJSHARES (1-866-657-4273) or visit our website at www.njshares.org. More information on NEUAC can be found at www.neuac.org.
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