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Economic Concerns Remain Top Priority for Governor; First Installment of Economic Stimulus Package Reaches New Jersey SHARES Providing Much Needed Aid To New Jersey’s Most Vulnerable Families In Need
Ewing, NJ.  January 13, 2009. Despite a downturn in the economy, Governor Corzine has shown tremendous leadership by being the first Governor in the nation to respond to the worst national financial crisis since the Great Depression. By initiating and implementing an economic stimulus package to help put programs and funds in place to address the needs of the States most vulnerable citizens.  New Jersey SHARES applauds the Governor and the Legislature for their significant work on New Jersey’s economy.  The first installment of the $10 million appropriation directed to New Jersey SHARES has been made available statewide.   
NJ SHARES is an energy assistance program that provides grants to those people who do not otherwise qualify for energy assistance through traditional state and federal programs. NJ SHARES helps households with a temporary financial crisis by providing grants for electric and natural gas bills and we are pleased to announce a partnership with Fuel Merchants Association of New Jersey which will now allow NJ SHARES to provide grants to oilheat customers for the first time this winter.
“Our partnership has implemented an innovative way to bring together the interests of the OilHeat industry and a non-profit group by working together to help families who were hardest hit by the recent economic downturn to provide critically-needed energy assistance this winter”, stated Cheryl Stowell Director of Government Relations for NJ SHARES.

“Our members, small business owners, have a reputation for assisting those in need and the infusion of $10 million by Governor Corzine will help our groups assist more people and shows the Administration’s commitment to helping the  hard working citizen of New Jersey”, stated FMA Executive Director, Eric DeGesero.

To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program, please call our toll free number (1-866-657-4273) or visit our website at www.njshares.org.

The New Jersey SHARES Board consists of New Jersey’s seven natural gas and electric utilities (Atlantic City Electric, Elizabethtown Gas, Jersey Central Power and Light, New Jersey Natural Gas, Rockland Electric, South Jersey Gas and Public Service Electric & Gas), ten non-profit agencies (AARP, Bayada Nurses, The Salvation Army, The American Red Cross, Association for Children of New Jersey, New Jersey Community Action Agencies, Catholic Charities The Community Health Law Project, Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey and NJPIRG),  and four at-large members Verizon, PNC Bank, Mr. Michael Swayze of Montclair and Ms. Sigrid Franzblau of the law firm Riker, Danzig.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Press Contact: Cheryl Stowell


      (609) 883-1626 





�











