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GOVERNOR CODEY FUELS $2.5 MILLION IN HOME
HEATING ASSISTANCE FOR NEW JERSEYANS
 

TRENTON, NJ, January 3, 2006.  Today Acting Governor Richard J. Codey announced that the state will contribute more than $2.5 million in FY 2006 to help New Jersey families in need pay their natural gas and electric utility bills this winter season in light of bitter forecasts ahead for the cost of home heating.  "Helping those in need is one of the most important things government can do. With energy costs rising this season this program is particularly needed," Codey. "This fund will help struggling seniors, families and the disabled pay the costs to keep their homes warm."

The State Treasury's Division of Taxation forwarded $2.52 million from a special utility trust fund dedicated for temporary heating assistance, to NJ SHARES, a non-profit corporation designated by the Board of Public Utilities to directly provide assistance to qualified applicants. This amount tops last year's amount of $2.2 million.

"Living through a New Jersey winter without electricity or natural gas is unimaginable. The quick response from Governor Codey's administration helps us avert a disaster for thousands of New Jersey families," said Jim Jacob, Executive Director of NJ SHARES. "These funds will allow good people to stay in their homes and work to resolve their situations."

NJ SHARES receives 75 percent of the special fund's balance in the fiscal year. The remaining 25 percent is kept in reserve to pay out property claims.

"The state's contribution is further leveraged by what NJ SHARES raises through contributions from utility companies and tax deductible donations from the public," said State Treasurer John McCormac.

NJ SHARES is an energy assistance program that assists those people who do not otherwise qualify for utility bill assistance through traditional programs. NJ SHARES helps households with a temporary financial hardship that could have resulted from a

loss, an illness or other misfortune. Each client fills out an application with the assistance of a local community- based organization. Eligibility is determined by the NJ SHARES 

staff based on individual need.  New Jersey SHARES grants are distributed year-round. To donate or apply for the NJ SHARES program, please call our toll free number (1-866-657-4273) or visit our website at www.njshares.org.

New Jersey SHARES is a statewide, non-profit 501(c) (3) organization which provides grants to pay the utility bills of households in need through a statewide network of 76 community-based social service agencies. The New Jersey SHARES Board consists of New Jersey’s seven natural gas and electric utilities (Atlantic City Electric, Elizabethtown Gas, Jersey Central Power and Light, New Jersey Natural Gas, Rockland Electric, South Jersey Gas and Public Service Electric & Gas), six non-profit agencies (AARP, the Salvation Army, Association for Children of New Jersey, New Jersey Community Action Agencies, Catholic Charities and the Community Health Law Project),  and three at-large members Verizon, PNC Bank, and Mr. Michael Swayze of Montclair.

#30

News Release


Contact: Barbara Gomes


609-883-1642








